Contemporary Personalities
And, the recognition once made, a balance was insensibly struck in the minds of that highly critical profession between Darling's merits and demerits ; and with every passing year it became more and more clearly recognised that the merits of the Judge greatly outweighed his demerits. He possessed an arresting individuality of style, which compelled everyone to listen to him, and to him alone, the moment he raised his voice in court. This result was attained partly by an innate and rather exquisite personal distinction ; partly by some very attractive quality in his voice.                r
And he quite soon made it plain also that he possessed more solid qualities very important in a judge.    He was seldom impatient;   his view in this respect being expressed by the resigned observation that if he were not trying one case, he would be trying another ;  and that it was very undesirable that parties to litigation should leave his court believing that their contentions had not receiYed a full hearing.    And so if occasionally the litigant who left the learned  Judge's  court  in  defeat  was  hardly  in  a mind to enjoy, as they deserved, the witticisms by which its hearing had been seasoned, he was never at least able to complain that his case had not been j             fully and patiently heard.
\                  And   Mr.   Justice   Darling   possessed   one   other
fi             enormous  advantage  as  a  judge.    He  not   merely
e             was never bored with his work;   he was positively
g             enamoured of it.    It became an obsession ;   and in*
g:            the end one of the two or three hobbies of his life,
h             He was, indeed, hardly happy off the Bench.    And
<w             so it happened that on Saturday  mornings,   when
there  was  sometimes  a  noticeable  judicial   exodus
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